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Title I Equitable Services to Private School Children


Consultation and Affirmations

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB, Section 1120 of Title I, Part A) requires Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) annually to offer equitable participation in Title I, Part A services to eligible private school children from participating Title I, Part A attendance areas. The district must offer this participation through timely and meaningful consultation with each private school. The private school may be located within or outside the district. Title I, Part A provides services to eligible private school children, not funds to private schools. 

Section 1120(b) of NCLB and section 200.63 of the Title I regulations require LEAs to consult with appropriate officials from private schools during the design and development of the LEA’s program for eligible private school students. Consultation by an LEA must occur before the LEA makes any decision that affects the opportunity for eligible private school students, their teachers, and their families to participate in Title I programs and must continue throughout the implementation and assessment of Title I services.  
Through the consultation process, the district must design a supplemental program to meet the needs of the identified children with the amount of funds generated by the private school.  These services must be equitable in comparison to services and other benefits provided to public school participants and must employ methods and instructional strategies for improving academic achievement that have been shown to be effective through scientifically based research.  

Section 1120(b) (4) of the ESEA requires each LEA to maintain and provide to the SEA a written affirmation signed by the officials of each participating private school that the required consultation has occurred. Completed written affirmations signed by private school officials must be submitted annually to the RIDE only by those districts conducting services for private school students. 
[image: image2.wmf]You will need to know:
· Names of private schools with eligible students affirming Title I participation and engaging in timely and meaningful consultation
· Data sources and multiple, educationally related, objective criteria to be used to determine student eligibility and identify educational needs

· Grade levels to be served
· Requirements for affirmations as outlined in NCLB, Title I, Sec 1120

Sources of information may include:
· US ED Non Regulatory Guidance-Title I Services to Eligible Private School Students, October 2003 

· October 2008 Title I Regulations 200.62-200.67, 200.77 and 200.78
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Documentation to keep on file:
· Evidence of consultation with private school officials (e.g. meeting minutes, letters to private schools, meeting agendas, sign-in sheets, minutes, etc.)
· Title I private school program evaluations
· Completed ranking report

· Evidence of funds reserved—Reserves and School Level Allocations Report, Title I approved budget pages
· Signed affirmations
· Evidence that private school children have been selected in keeping with selection criteria and residence requirements

· Evidence that providers of services are employees of the LEA or employees of a third party contractor.

· Documentation that all teachers and/or paraprofessionals employed by the LEA who provide services to private school children meet the highly qualified requirements of NCLB, Title I, Sec.1119
· Copies of third party contract(s) and invoices if applicable

· Evidence of LEA control of Title I funds, materials, equipment and property that support services to private school children including the process of labeling and completing the inventory process

· Evidence that teachers and families of eligible private school children are provided opportunities to participate in activities for parental involvement and professional development (invitations, flyers, agendas, minutes, sign-ins, etc.)
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