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At the beginning of each school year, an LEA must notify every parent in its Title I school(s) that parents may request information regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers [ESEA, Sec.1111(h)(6)(A)]. 

The requirement for LEA’s to notify parents of their right to request information regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teacher continues under ESSA. However, there is a change in the minimum notification requirements in this section of ESSA that goes into effect for the 2016 - 2017 school year. 

The new language in ESSA is highlighted below in bold. LEA’s should keep this change in mind as they update their Parent Right to Know notifications (e.g. letters, handbooks, etc.) for the start of the 2016 - 2017 next year. 

ESSA, Section 1112(e)(1)(A)

 (e) PARENTS RIGHT-TO-KNOW.—
(1) INFORMATION FOR PARENTS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—At the beginning of each school year, a local educational agency that receives funds under this part shall notify the parents of each student attending any school receiving funds under this part that the parents may request, and the agency will provide the parents on request (and in a timely manner), information regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers, including at a minimum, the following:
(i) Whether the student’s teacher—
(I) has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; 
(II) is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; and
(III) is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher.
(ii) Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.
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