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TO:              Superintendents and Business Managers

FROM:        David H. Luther, CRP Team Chairman

SUBJECT:  FY 2016 CRP Amendment Period

DATE:         January 19, 2016


The Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (RIDE) is now accepting submissions of amendment requests for currently approved Consolidated Resource Plans (CRPs) through Friday, February 19, 2016.  Preliminary Final FY 2016 allocations of the CRP programs to districts have been calculated and loaded into AcceleGrants.  Finalization of these allocations is pending RIDE’s review of district data for Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements for Title’ I and II as well as the final excess carryover determinations for Title I funds.

In order to facilitate the amendment process, you can find the following documents posted within the Amendment Section of the AcceleGrants Document Library:

· FY 2016 CRP Amendment Guidance including Appendix A - Program Requirements and Appendix B – RIDE Contact Persons
· FY 2016 Preliminary Final Allocations by CRP Program
· Final Student Enrollments Fall ’14 – Public & Private (For determining final Private School equitable shares for Title II (A) and Final Limited English Proficient (LEP) Counts Spring ’15 – Public & Private (For determining final Private School equitable shares under Title III)
· FY 2016 Updated Private School Participation Worksheets for the IDEA (Part B & Pre-School) programs within the CRP application.

The overall amendment process remains unchanged from last year.  A submission of an amendment request requires a system status change to “Superintendent Approved” for a review and final approval by RIDE to occur.  The flexibility provision which can be utilized to avoid the necessity of certain amendment requests remains in force.  As a general rule, any proposed change in the total approved budget amount and/or significant change in the scope, goals, or intent of an approved program will require an amendment request.  When eliminating a prior approved budget line item in AcceleGrants change the amount of the budget request to zero.  Please see the Amendment Guidance and Appendix A for further amendment details.  As always, amendment requests must be approved by RIDE before district implementation.  

Please note that LEA FY 2016 (restricted) indirect cost rates have not yet been approved by RIDE.  LEA indirect rates will be loaded into AcceleGrants soon after review and final approval by RIDE is completed.

LEAs are reminded to pay particular attention to their required reserves for private schools as well as the required reserve requirement of IDEA Part B funds for early intervening services.  For example under Title II (A), an increase in budgeted professional development by the district could require an increase in the proportionate share of Title II (A) to the private schools within its boundaries.  Under the IDEA Part B and Preschool programs, an increase in the FY 2016 allocations will affect the amount of funds reserved for required EIS as well as the required reserves for private schools.  In prior years, district amendment submissions have sometimes left these areas unaddressed causing a delay in attaining RIDE’s final approval.

Due to the finalization of the FY 2016 allocations some LEAs may see a reduction in their balance of total funds available.  In a few cases, the reduction of the total amount of available funds may have also caused some currently approved program budgets to exceed the total amount of available funds.  If this is the case, the LEA must amend their approved budget downward to be within the total available funding level.

Questions regarding the amendment process may be directed to me by telephone at 222-4652 or through my email at david.luther@ride.ri.gov.  A complete listing of RIDE’s CRP program and fiscal contacts is also provided within the Amendment Guidance document to provide you with specific contacts for any program and fiscal questions you may have.
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