McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, reauthorized in January 2002, ensures educational rights and protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness. These students are part of Title I, Part A’s target population of disadvantaged students; however, challenges associated with homelessness create unique educational barriers and challenges that non-homeless Title I students may not face. Children and youth who are experiencing homelessness are automatically eligible for Title I, Part A, services, whether or not they attend a Title I school or meet the academic standards required of other children for eligibility.  All districts are required to designate a homeless liaison.


What the District will need to know (or do):
·  Document primary nighttime residence for all children and youth experiencing homelessness.
· Track assessment performance of children and youth experiencing homelessness enrolled in your district for the last fiscal or school year.  
· Confirm that LEA policies and practices do not act as barriers to enrolling children and youth experiencing homelessness.
· Provide written notification to parents and youth regarding placement decisions when they are
              different from what was requested.
· Maintain a written dispute resolution policy and a process to investigate and resolve dispute in a timely manner.
· Provide transportation during the dispute resolution process.
· Designate an LEA liaison for homeless children and youth who will: 
· Ensure that LEA provides and monitors transportation to the school of origin 
· Conduct outreach to relevant community groups to inform them of McKinney-Vento rights and services for children and youth experiencing homelessness and  their rights regarding school enrollment and enrollment disputes
· Conduct independent surveys of community groups concerning barriers to enrollment for students experiencing homelessness.




    Sources of information may include:
· McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001 http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg116.html 
· US ED Non-Regulatory Guidance: Education for Homeless Children & Youth, July 2004
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf Simi
· October 2008, Title I Regulations 200.77-200.78
 http://www.thompson.com/images/tpg/nclb/titleia/34cfrpart200.pdf 
· National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY)
http://www.naehcy.org  
     Documentation to keep on file for McKinney Vento:


· Evidence that the LEA annually reviews and revises policies and practices to ensure they do not act as barriers to enrolling homeless students, such as agenda, minutes or notes from meeting where these reviews occur.

· Evidence that the LEA designates and allows for training of a liaison for homeless children and youth and this person provides training to other relevant district personnel.

· Examples of written notification to parents and youth regarding placement decisions when they are different from what was requested.

· Evidence that the LEA ensures that transportation to the school of origin is provided upon request and monitored by the LEA.

· Evidence that the LEA liaison or district staff conduct outreach to relevant community groups to inform them of McKinney-Vento rights and services for homeless children and youth, such as copies of agenda, minutes, handouts or notes.

· Written dispute resolution policy.

· Evidence that LEA implements a process for the prompt resolution of disputes, such as a phone log, notes, or e-mail messages.

· Records indicating that enrollment disputes are investigated and resolved in a timely manner.

· Evidence that students are enrolled and provided transportation during the dispute resolution process.

· Survey results or records of inquiries and complaints made by community groups concerning barriers to enrollment for students experiencing homelessness.
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