PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
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Parental Involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving students’ academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—

· that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
· that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 
· that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and 
· the implementation of other activities such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA (Parental Involvement)  [Section 9101(32), ESEA.]. (From: Non-Regulatory Guidance, April 2004)

An LEA may receive funds under Title I, Part A only if the LEA implements programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of parents consistent with Title I, Part A,
Sec. 1118.
[image: image1.wmf]You will need to know the parental involvement requirement of Section 1118, particularly the requirements for an LEA parental involvement policy, a school parental involvement policy, and a parent-school compact.  You will also need to know the parent notification requirements of NCLB. Districts with a Title I allocation of more than $500,000 also need to know about the required 1% reserve for parental involvement.
Sources of information may include:
· NCLB, Title I, Part A, Sec.1118
· US ED Non-Regulatory Guidance-Parental Involvement, April 2004
· October 2008, Title I Regulations, Sec. 200.36, 200.37, 200.61
· A Toolkit for Title I Parent Involvement (2009)
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Documentation to keep on file includes:

· Parental notification letters for school improvement status, school choice, supplemental education services, right to know teacher and paraprofessional qualifications, and notification regarding a child being taught for 4 or more weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified.

· Copies of the LEA parent involvement Policy/plan and a parental involvement policy for each Title I school 
· Evidence that the LEA and school parent involvement policies are reviewed and, if necessary, revised annually.
· Evidence that the LEA and school parent involvement policies/plans have been developed jointly with, agreed upon with, and distributed to parents.

· Copies of written school-parent compacts.

· Evidence of an annual meeting to inform participating parents about the Title I program.

· Evidence that the LEA and school(s) review the effectiveness of school parental involvement activities.

· Evidence that the LEA and school(s) have carried out the six requirements to build parents’ capacity to be involved in school.

· Evidence that the LEA and school(s) have informed the parents about the existence of the parent resource center-RI Parent Information Network.

· Evidence that the LEA communicates with parents in multiple languages, in writing and orally, as appropriate.
· If required, evidence of the 1% parental involvement reserve and the distribution of 95% of that reserve to schools.

· Evidence that the LEA involved parents of children receiving Title I services in decisions about how the school uses its portion of the 1% parent involvement set-aside.
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